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QRS in 2006

QRS has been busy for the first half of 2006. The rush on ChemCert appears to be over with most farmers who intend doing the course now having completed it. However there is a steady stream of those seeking employment in Primary Industry, to undertake both ChemCert and Farm Safety. The big new direction is now in Natural Resource Management, with Property Management Planning being a priority for many Catchment Management Authorities. The first short course has been run in Moruya, but the six day extensive courses are just getting underway, commencing with a Braidwood area course. The course is run in conjunction with Tocal Agricultural College, NSW DPI and subsidised by both Southern Rivers Catchment Management Authority (CMA) and the National Landcare Program through Upper Shoalhaven Landcare Council. 

Property Management Planning (PMP)

As mentioned above the first six day Property Management Planning (PMP), or Farm Planning course, has already begun. Farmers are finding these most worthwhile with each day of the course providing a wealth of information. Landholders are constructing a dynamic plan for their farm with both short and long-term goals. The Plan is based on aerial maps of the property from which a series of overlays are developed. These workshops have a focus on planning for sustainable landscapes. The planning process emphasises best management practices for aligning ‘land use’ to ‘land capability’. Plans include developing strategies for improving water and soil quality, improving drought resistance, conserving biodiversity, controlling weeds, and improving productivity in a sustainable way. 

Alison Elvin, educator, farmer and environmental consultant with more than 25 years experience in the area, is the trainer. “The workshops not only involve tuition and advice, but include practical advice in the form of field trips to properties to see whole farm plans in action,” Alison says. Participants receive a comprehensive technical manual, and several books including Physical Property Planning and Vegetation Survey and Assessment. QRS hopes to be delivering this course in other surrounding CMA’s soon, so if you would like to join the next course, please register you interest with QRS. Both NSW DPI and  some CMA’s, such as Hawkesbury-Nepean, have advised us that the availability of funding for Landcare projects like riparian management, may hinge upon farmers completing relevant training such as PMP and PROGRAZE™ first.  

Concepts Rural Solutions CD

QRS will also be delivering some PMP courses in conjunction with Concepts Rural (CRS). Under a joint application we are one of the Training Providers listed for the Central West CMA. This means much of the Farm Planning will be on farmers’ computers. CRS has a specialised computer drafting package to allow planning information to be recorded accurately on the map of the property (aerial maps are readily available on CD from the Dept. of Lands and are actually cheaper then the large hard copy photos).

This software program operates as 4 modules specializing in Cropping, Livestock, Dairy & Horticulture. These can be purchased singly or combined. All feature a mapping component. The Program has tremendous ability to map and monitor farming enterprises and their resources. It allows for easier and more diligent farm planning and operation. It is the integration of mapping and farm recording across each paddock that makes CRS such a valuable tool. Nutrient Budgets, Chemical Rotations, Paddock Design/Layout, Crop Rotations and Grazing Records all come together to create a comprehensive program and series of records. For more information on the software see: www.computerconcepts.com.au
Tactical Grazing
After many question in both PROGRAZE™ and PMP courses, it seems many farmers are looking for information on grazing techniques. Meat & Livestock Australia (MLA) is one of the best sources of information, see: http://www.mla.com.au/TopicHierarchy/InformationCentre/TipsandTools/Default.htm.
Tactical grazing uses a range of grazing methods, including strategies such as set stocking and rotational grazing, to meet different animal and pasture objectives at different times. It is all about managing the frequency (i.e. how 

often) and intensity (how hard) livestock graze. Tactical grazing is a relatively easy concept to implement on farms that already have the infrastructure (fencing and water supplies) to allow any grazing method to be used and to 

enable the switch between methods during the year to meet production. Under a rotational grazing system, the changes in management needed to set stock during calving for example, are simple to implement.

For pastures to persist the producer must balance the needs of the grazing animal, the pasture and the environment. Plants are most vulnerable during establishment and when under stress. Depending on the needs of the plant, inappropriate grazing will impact on its persistence. Overgrazing, where minimum pasture mass and ground cover benchmarks are not maintained, is a major threat to the persistence of the pasture, and substantially increases weed burdens. Likewise, undergrazing can impact on both the plant and animal. Dead herbage may accumulate and shade growth points reducing beneficial root growth and herbage quality and quantity, while also preventing clover germination. As well low quality pastures offer reduced benefits for livestock production.

New Noxious Weeds Laws

From 1st March 2006, amendments to the Noxious Weeds Act 1993 came into force in NSW. These major changes affect the way councils and producers control weeds. Councils may now specify a range of dates that a noxious weeds inspection will take place, instead of a fixed date, as was previously the case. As well Councils are now required to advise property owners in writing before they serve a Noxious Weed Control Notice. Councils then must allow time for the owner to respond with a submission, which may include reasons why weeds could not be controlled. Such a submission must be considered before a Weed Control Notice is served.

The previous declarations under W1, W2 etc have now been reclassified to Classes 1 to 5. This new classification is based on outcomes rather than control actions. For the detailed new definition of each class plus noxious weeds in your area, see  http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/noxweed
Class 1. This class applies to the whole of NSW as they are plants either not present in the state, or only present to a limited extent and such weeds present a serious threat to primary production or the environment.  The plant must be eradicated from the land and the land must be kept free of the plant e.g. Water Hyacinth. 
Class 2. The above also applies to class 2, but not necessarily the whole of NSW e.g. Alligator Weed. must be eradicated from the land and the land must be kept free of the plant in most Southern Shires.

Class 3. The plant must be fully and continuously suppressed and destroyed e.g. Green Cestrum. 

Class 4. The growth and spread of the plant must be controlled according to the measures specified in a management plan published by the local control authority. For example within the Southern Slopes Noxious Plants Authority (incorporating the Council areas of Boorowa, Harden, Yass valley and Young), the growth and spread of certain weeds must be annually controlled and eradicated. This includes: Chilean Needle Grass and Nodding Thistle. Whereas with some other weeds the growth and spread much be minimised annually. These include: Serrated Tussock, St. John’s Wort, Bathurst/Californian/Cockle Burrs, Blackberry, Sweet Briar, African Boxthorn, Wild radish, African Lovegrass, Horehound, Johnson grass, Scotch/English broom and Pampas grass. This only applies to Echium (such as Paterson’s Curse) in Yass Valley Shire.

Class 5. These are plants that are likely, by their sale or the sale of their seeds or movement within the State or an area of the State, to spread in the State or outside the State. Examples include Bridal Creeper, Lantana and all willows except Salix babylonica (Weeping Willow)  Salix x reichardtii and Salix x calodendron.

Safety and Workcover in the ACT and NSW

Recently many ACT firms were issued with improvement notices or compliance agreements, during a mass audit by ACT WorkCover. These notices related to the failure to conduct risk assessments or to have safety information on the use of dangerous substances. Prior to the audit, advance notice was give with information and checklists provided, so ACT WorkCover was surprised by the amount of non-compliance. There were also the 16 ACT firms fined for breaches of workers’ compensation rules.

QRS has a one day Tractor and Mower Safety course designed for the ACT, with excellent advice on how to draw up you Risk Management Policy. As well there is a “hands-on” component regarding the importance of safety with tractors and mowers. Tractors and farm machinery remain the biggest cause of death on farms, according to the peak farm safety organisation, FarmSafe Australia, with about 150 people dying on farms every year, including, on average, one child every 10 days. Research also shows more than 20% of farms had an accident every year which resulted in hospital treatment. The QRS one day safety course would seem an invaluable investment for every farmer and  tractor or mower operator. A complete OHS template package is provided in this course. 

QUALITY RURAL SOLUTIONS PROGRAMS – Semester 2, 2006
Whole Farm Planning

Construct a dynamic plan for your farm with both short and long-term goals. This series of 6 workshops assists in developing property management plans which will contribute to improved water quality, drought resistance, biodiversity conservation, reduced soil damage, effective weed control, and consequently increased and sustainable productivity.  You’ll learn map use and interpretation and how to identify soil types, land classes and vegetation communities. Subsidised by Southern Rivers and Central WEST CMAs. Price varies with Subsidy and size of property (in Central West).

	Date/s
	· Braidwood/Upper Shoalhaven: Later course scheduled soon!

· Central West CMA: Little River Area TBA. Mudgee area

· Coming soon to further CMA’s
	Price: varies with CMA (GST free)



ChemCert AQF3

Pesticide (chemicals for weed or pest control) users in NSW who are business owners, contractors or managers/overseers should complete ChemCert AQF3. The NSW Dept. of Environment and Conservation (DEC) Pesticides Act, became effective from 1 September 2005. See http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/envirom/pesttrain.htm
	Date/s
	· Canberra: August 14 & 15

· Bowral: September 28 & 29

· Braidwood: October 16 &17

· Cooma: October 24 & 25

· Canberra: November 20 & 21
	Price:  $330 (GST free)


ChemCert Refresher/Reaccreditation

A one day program to renew ChemCert accreditation. Refreshers will be scheduled for local communities upon demand. 

	Date/s
	· Canberra:  August 21, December 1

· Yass: September 1

· Bowral: September 28

· Braidwood: October 16

· Cooma: October 23

· Bungendore : November 4
	Price:  $240 (GST free)


SMARTtrain IV

SMARTtrain IV Accreditation is for those managers and supervisors who take responsibility for developing and implementing pest management programs and chemical use strategies in workplaces and who wish to attain the higher level Accreditation.

	Date/s
	· Customised courses only (1.5 separate days)
	Price:  $420 (GST free)


Managing Farm Safety 

A one day workshop which identifies strategies for managing occupational hazards and risks on the farm. The workshop covers legislative requirements for maintaining a safe working environment as well as a farm safety audit. Producers are shown and given templates to develop a risk management policy as required by current OH&S legislation.

	Date/s
	· Crookwell: August 11
· Jindabyne: October 22
	Price:  $220 (GST incl)

($165 NSW Farmers Assoc. members)


Identification & Management of Native Grass Pastures for Agriculture and Conservation

A one day workshop identifying the characteristics of local native grasses and how to best manage these grasses for agriculture and conservation. Featuring Peter Simpson, the authority on native pastures on the Southern Tablelands. Includes the book: Native Grasses by Meredith Mitchell. Price:
	Date/s
	· Goulburn : November 12 
	Price:  $230 (GST free) $368/couple


Tractor and Mower Safety 

A one day workshop including: basic operation and pre-start checks, tractor and FM mower functions and controls, key safety and current requirement issues when operating mowers and tractors in the public arena. Includes the book: Tractor Operation and Maintenance. Helps comply with OH & S requirements under Workcover.

	Date/s
	· Canberra: August 31 or customised courses
	Price:  $200 (GST incl)


PROGRAZE(
A series of workshops on farm, designed to develop pasture and animal assessment skills and an understanding of how those skills can be used to improve profitability of pasture grazing systems. Manage a grazing system sustainably while still meeting livestock production targets. Weekends course for busy farmers. Trainers: Peter Simpson and Andy Cassim

	Date/s
	· Southern Tablelands:  Commencing September 17
	Price:  $450 (GST incl)/

Farm Family


Beef Care and Handling

Weekend workshop (Saturday and Sunday). This practical course covers general cattle husbandry operations, identification, handling and assessment of livestock with a mixture of discussion sessions, practical demonstrations and participant involvement. During the practical sessions you will muster and handle cattle and perform basic husbandry procedures.

	Date/s
	· Marulan: September 23 & 24
	Price:  $385 (GST incl)
$616/couple


Weed Controller’s

Satisfies Environment ACT requirements for Environmental Authorisation. A two and a half day practical workshop incorporating ChemCert and two other competencies, RTC 2016A Recognise plants and RTC 2401A Treat weeds. Includes ‘WEEDeck’. 

	Date/s
	· Canberra: August 14th, 15th & 16th
· Canberra: November 20th , 21st  &  22nd 
	Price:  $450
Price:  $195 (GST free)

	
	· Day three only (available to those holding a current ChemCert Certificate)
	


Weed Movement, Machinery Inspection and Cleaning

A one day workshop of interest to contractors and farmers as the risk of spreading weeds increases when people, vehicles and machinery travel between regions and properties. Includes competencies: RTD2312A: Inspect Machinery for Plant, Animal and Soil Material and RTD 2313A: Clean Machinery of Plant, Animal and Soil Material.

	Date/s
	· Canberra: September 
	Price
	$TBA


FURTHER PROGRAMS MAYBE DELIVERED IN 2006/2007

To register your expression of interest in the following programs please contact QRS

	Beef Markets and MSA
	Rare Breed Sheep for Small Farms

	Establishing a Farm Orchard
	Introduction to Organic Farming

	StockPlan®
	Wetlands and Farm Dams


	OTHER USEFUL CONTACTS FOR COURSES

First Aid:  Allens Training – Ph:  1300 559 064, www.allenstraining.com.au
Chainsaw:  Wayne Lemke – Ph:  0427 916 679

OHS Business Solutions:  Glenda Snoxall, Safety Key Solutions – Ph:  0427 522 033
	With thanks to our sponsors:

Bowral Co-op, Bowral – Ph:  02 4861 1500

Cleanseeds, Bungendore – Ph:  02 6238 0000

Kelly & Co. Rural, Yass – Ph:  02 6226 1800

Landmark Daniel Walker, Braidwood – Ph:  02 4842 2405


All information is current at the time of printing and may be subject to change, for more information contact QRS.  Please note that confirmation of your participation in the program cannot be made until we receive you enrolment form and payment.  Early enrolment in the program enables QRS to finalise numbers and avoids cancellation due to insufficient numbers the week before the program commences.

If you have received a copy of this newsletter in the mail but would prefer to be on our email list, which sends a link to the newsletter on our website, please ring or email and let us know. QRS contacts: Jane Vincent:  Ph:  02 6230 3584.  E:  jane@qualityruralsolutions.com.au. Tiffany Royds: Ph:  02 4842 1225  E:  tsroyds@bipond.com
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